
2017 

Annual Report



Foundations, 18%

Dear Urban League of the Upstate Supporter,

Our 45th year has been filled with excitement and successes. We’re excited by the opportunities we see for our program 
participants. Graduating students are entering a better economy, and as a whole, we’re seeing rapid job growth of the Upstate.

Yet, we’ve been given new sets of challenges. Gentrification can create new neighborhoods but also displace residents. Affordable 
housing needs are at an all-time high. And as many companies look to develop in the Upstate, more qualified workers are needed 
to fill in-demand positions. Housing, Education, and Workforce Retraining programs are growing needs in our community.

The Urban League of the Upstate is needed now more than ever. Our Right Step program for juvenile diversion has been featured 
by local media and honored by Greenville Women Giving as we aim to nearly double the program’s capacity going into this year. 
And, we awarded $200,000 in scholarships through the MLK Dream Weekend.

We were honored to host the Opening Reception of the Clemson University: Men of Color Summit, a national education event 
highlighting the challenges African-American males face in achieving higher education goals, featuring National Urban League 
President Marc Morial. Our Whitney M. Young, Jr. Vintage Hollywood Gala had one of the highest rates of attendance in recent years. 
And our Spartanburg office celebrated their 20th year of helping our community by relocating to the C.C. Woodson Community Center 
where our staff could be closer to those who need our help most. We introduced two summer camps called Urban Girls Rock that 
support high school African-American females to find career paths, social connections, and celebrate heritage. 

Our future depends on the investment you make today. Your membership and support allows us to serve more individuals, 
stabilize families, and invest in their future. Follow us on social media. Join us at our events. Help us to give a hand up to those 
most in need.

Yours in the Movement,

Who We Help
The Urban League of the Upstate has offices in Greenville and Spartanburg, serving approximately 2,000 youth and adults from 
across the Upstate annually. Research from MDC’s Network for Southern Economic Mobility underscores the importance of the 
Urban League’s programs and services in helping people move out of poverty and aid at-risk populations. Our core services help in 
areas of Education, Housing, and Employment.

EDUCATION SERVICES
Our education programs provide year-round educational and mentoring services, tutoring, enrichment, and college application 
support to students ages 14-18 who are at risk for school failure. Project Ready works with at-risk high school students for 
college and career-readiness to provide tutoring and mentoring to complete high school and their career path post high school. 
On Saturdays, Level Up adopted and foster children who have special needs gather for assistance and socialization. In Union, our 
21st Century After School Learning program guides 3rd – 5th graders who are struggling with grades, truancy, discipline issues 
and more. Right Step is a juvenile diversion program. For students who have their first misdemeanor, we provide mentoring and 
guidance to progress positively out of the legal system. 

HOUSING
Home ownership provides family stability and protects against rising costs in rent. We offer first time homebuyer education and 
financial education workshops. We also assist with foreclosure prevention by helping families to restructure finances, stay in their 
home, protect property value and avoid loss. We provide affordable housing options to seniors in need through Gandy Allmon.

EMPLOYMENT & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Our job readiness program is designed to ease the transition into the workplace for those unemployed or underemployed. Our 
participants are often individuals who are re-entering the workforce after a period of time or new graduates entering the job 
market. We offer a variety of workshops including Resume Creation, Interview Skills, and Conflict Resolution. We also offer Fiber 
Optics and CAST workforce development programs.

Our Board Members
The following business are represented on the Urban League of the Upstate Board. We thank them for their support.

Financials

E X P E N S E S
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96.3 The Block
Advance America

AFL

Arkwright Foundation

AT&T 
AT&T Foundation

Barnet Development

Boeing

Bon Secours St. Francis Health System

Butterfly Foundation

Carolina Alliance Bank

City of Spartanburg

Clemson University

Coca-Cola Bottling Company

Community Works

CONTEC

CresCom Bank

Design Strategies

Dixon Hughes Goodman, LLP

Duke Energy

ECPI

First Citizen Bank

Fluor Enterprises, Inc.

Fluor Foundation

FUJIFILM

Furman University

Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A

Gandy Allmon Manor I

Gandy Allmon Manor II

GE Power Systems

George Johnson Insurance

Gibbes Burton, LLC

Greenville Area Development Corporation

Thank you to our 2016–17 sponsors!

Corporate Sponsors

Corporate Sponsors: $10,000+

Greenville Chamber of Commerce

Greenville County Human Relations Commission

Greenville County Redevelopment Authority

Greenville Housing Authority

Greenville News

Greenville Technical College

Greenville Water

Harper Corporation

Inman Mills

J.W. Woodward Funeral Home

JHM Hotels Management, Inc.

JCC General Contractors

Kroger- Anderson Bakery

Long Branch Baptist Church

Maddrey Foundation

McAbee, Schwartz, Halliday & Co.

Miracle Hill Ministries, Inc.

Mitsubishi Polyester Film, Inc.

Molina Health Care of SC, LLC

Morgan Stanley

Morrow Auto Sales

Mountain View Baptist Church

Nexsen Pruet, LLC

Ogletree Deakins

OTO Development

Pepsi-Cola of Greenville, SC

Phifer-Johnson Foundation

Piedmont Natural Gas

Presbyterian College

Progressive Fitness 1, LLC

Reedy River Missionary Baptist Church

ReGenesis Health Care

Resurgent Capital

RR Donnelley

SC Port Authority

School District of Greenville County

Selective Insurance Company

SHARE

Sonic Automotive, Inc

South State Bank

Spartanburg Community College

Spartanburg County Administrator

Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System

Spartanburg School District 7

Spartanburg Water

Spartanburg Housing Authority

Spinx Company, Inc.

SunTrust Bank

SunTrust Foundation

Talented Tenth

TD Bank

The Caman Group

The Palladian Group

UBS Financial

Universal Church Supplies, Inc.

Upstate Podiatry Group, PA

US&S, Inc.

USC Upstate

VCOM Edward

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Watkins, Garrett & Woods

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

William Barnet & Sons

Wofford College

World Acceptance Corporation

Wyche P.A.

Abdul Karkour 

Thousands of South Carolinians are in fear of foreclosure every day, but the Urban League 
of the Upstate works tirelessly to help prevent that. Abdul Karkour is one individual that has 
been helped immensely by the work of the Urban League in this area. After immigrating to 
South Carolina in 1984 and ultimately becoming an American citizen, Abdul devoted his life 
to helping others. There came a time, however, when Abdul found that he himself needed 
help. In 2013, he unexpectedly lost his business and felt broken and unsure of what the 
future might hold. 

Abdul was referred to Urban League of the Upstate and found immediate assistance. After 
meeting with Jeanne Vernon, the Urban League helped him avoid foreclosure and regain 
stability. Today, Abdul is the proud owner of a bakery in Pendleton, all because of the work of 
the housing department at the Urban League of the Upstate. 

Takyra Hawkins

Like many high-school students, Takyra Hawkins found herself struggling to keep up 
in school and without the option of paying for a tutor. Instead, she turned to the Urban 
League of the Upstate for help. Takyra had already been involved with the Urban League’s 
‘Level Up’, a program which provides local disadvantaged youth and foster care children 
with workshops, mentoring, and employment and career shadowing guidance. Feeling the 
desire to improve, Takyra signed up for summer tutoring under the recommendation of an 
Urban League Level Up employee.

Four days a week for three hours a day, Takyra and other local high school students are tutored 
by a college volunteer who assess their struggles. Then she, along with her peers, receive 
individualized curriculum and attention based on weaknesses, along with supplies such as 
workbooks and practice tests. Over the course of several weeks of hard work and without 
missing a day, our tutor could see definite improvements in Takyra’s math and English skills.

A rising sophomore at Riverside High, Takyra Hawkins is now more prepared to take on the year. 
She feels “More confident [she] will pass with a great grade. And we are, too. 

Lantesel Melaku

Lantesel Melaku is a full-time truck driver who has been helped immensely by Urban League of 
the Upstate’s Workforce Development Program. Several obstacles prevented Lantesel from being 

able to find employment, but through a friend he was connected with Whitney Harris at Urban 
League. Initially interested in fiber optics but unable to get into the program because of his 

history, Lantesel was hoping to find some training so that he could find proper employment. 

Through careful evaluation by Whitney Harris in the Workforce Development Program, Lantesel 
received a $5,000 grant for a truck driver’s training program with the South Carolina Department 

of Transportation. Four months later, Melaku graduated with top grades and a Commercial Driver’s 
License, Class A. Now he is employed with a truck company in Piedmont, SC, and has big plans for 

the future. The job he now has is allowing him to save for his own house, and ultimately Lantesel 
hopes to buy his own dump truck. He has learned networking skills and is meeting important 

leaders in his industry, giving him a leg-up to go far in the third-party logistics. 
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*Amy Allen-Hinson
Claire Alleyne

*Antonio Alvarez
Loma C. Anders

*Vanessa Anderson
Kim Arnold

*Charlita Atchison
Sallie Austin

*Kathy Bagwell
Ashley Baker

*Stanley & Paula Baker
*Emma Barksdale

Peggy Baxter
Anthony Bennon

Derrick Black
Hope Blackley

Jay Bland
Elaine Boyce
Bryant Boyd

Allecia Brewster
Zachary Brewster

Carman Brown
*Lakeisha H. Brown

*Kippie & Tarsha Brown
*William Brown

*William W. Brown
*Craig Brown

*Karen Burgess
*Calvin Calhoun
Kenneth Carter

*Willie Chancelor
Cathy Chappelle

Iris Clark
James Clayton

*Merl Code
Sandra Coleman
*Kinneil Coltman
Cynthia Conway

Allen Cook
Delcia Corbitt
Matt Cotner

Shirley Courtney
Roger & Joan Cox

Justice Cox
Demond L. Criss

Sandra Cureton-Eichelberger
Adrienne A. Davenport

Francena Davis
Ruby Dawkins
Fauwnia Deal

*John DeWorken
Frank Dickens
Mary Duckett

*Daniel Duggan
Nina Dunlap

Tarsha Edwards
*Lisa Emily

*William Evans
Lillian Flemming

*Karen Floyd
Kylenee Ford
Terrance Ford
Leslie Foster
Cynthia Fryer
Crystal Gibson

Henry Giles
*Spencer Givens

Celestin Goho
*Eric Graben
Timicia Grant

Robert Grant, III
Tamara Gray
William Greer
Dorett Gunter

*Marianna Habisreutinger
Emily Haley

Xanthia P. Harkness
*Phillip Harris

*Rosalen Harris
Derrick Haskins
Gerald Haynes

Robert & Sheila Henderson
Ameco Hendrix
Cynthia Henley
*Kurt Herkert

Sarah Hill
Jannie Hill

Wonda Hillard
*Hayne Hipp

Cassandra Holland
Loretta Holmes

Robert E. Howard
Jevarus Howard
Angela Huntley
Rusty Infinger
Ramat Ismaila
Atiba Jackson

*Roshella James
*Rajeev Jindall

*Jennifer Johnsen

Lauren Johnson
Tonya C. Johnson

*George Dean & Susan Phifer Johnson
Cheryl Johnson

*Kenneth Johnson
*Willie L. Johnson

Doug Jones
Tim Justice

Samuel & Annie Kennedy
Alex Kinlaw, Jr.
Tanisha Latimer

*Jil Littlejohn
*Horace & Ruth Littlejohn

William Long
Joe P. Long
Tariq Louris

Dorothy Mason
Lauren Mayes

Garrett McDaniel
Amanda McDougald Scott

Richard McGruder
Deborah L. McKinney

Maurice McNab
*Diane McNeil
Vincent Meeks

Evelyn Meredith
Max Metcalf

Darlene Miller
Bobby Miller, Sr.

Kenya Mingo
Jasmine Mix

James & Olivia Morris
*Skip Morris

*Karolyn Mulvaney
Helen Nixon

Xanthene S. Norris
Elvia Pacheco-Flores

*Krish Patel
Tyshis Pendermon-Phelps

Johanna Perez
Carlos Phillips
*Sarah Pinkney
Natasha Pitts
*Judith Prince

Chrissundra Procter-Smith
*Martha Reabold

DeAndra Reasonover-winjabi
Margie Reed

Yvonne Reeder
*Richard Riley

John Riordan
*Amy Robichaud
Cynthia Robinson

Craig & Becky Robinson
Jessica Rodriguez
Jacqueline Salters

*Sue Schneider
Tonya Scott
*Jamie Scott
*Minor Shaw
*James Shew

Ursula Singleton
*Charles Singley

*Chris Smith
Juan Snider
J.J. Solomon

Kendra Speed-Sellers
Patricia Spencer
Kanilah Staggers
*Bobbie Sullivan

Daniel Sulton
Brenda Theis

Janice Thompson
Ulysses & Dicie Thompson

Susan Thomson-Shi
*Chris Tolbert

Tanisah Tolliver
Brendan Treanor

*John Tripoli
Arthur Tucker

*Ruud & Thea Veltman
Jeanne Vernon

Tamarah Walton
Michael Waters

Kristy Way
*Lindsay Webster

Theoplious & Karla Welfare
*Mark Westmoreland

Deneise White
Nika White

*William Whitney
Nancy Whitworth
Anthony Williams

Cassandra Williams
*Varvesshia Williams

*Dwayne Wilson
Fred Woods

*Misty Wright
Keith Wyatt

Thank you to our 2016–17 sponsors!

* Indicates $250 or greater in contributions

Get Involved!
There are many ways to support us here at the Urban League of the Upstate. With programs that  

span our community, there is always the need for further investment in our work. 

1. Donations can be made through our website: www.urbanleagueupstate.org

2. To volunteer, please fill out a registration form on our website: www.urbanleagueupstate.org

GREENVILLE  |  15 Regency Hill Drive  |  Greenville, SC 29607  |  864-244-3862

SPARTANBURG  |  210 Bomar Ave.  |  Spartanburg, SC 29306  |  864-562-4400

@UrbanLeague864  |  www.urbanleague.org


