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Ur ban League of t he Upstate  | Annual Report | 2014 
Dear Friend,

Promote education, equip economically, and transform generations! This year, 
the Urban League of the Upstate began a transformation. We changed our 
mission and vision, began restructuring our departments and programs, all while 
providing quality services to over 4,000 Upstate residents.

I had the opportunity to travel with the National Urban League to visit China 
on a cultural exchange trip. We took a bus from the Upstate to participate in 
the 50th Anniversary for the March on Washington in DC. 100% of our Project 
Ready students graduated from high school with 95% of them attending college, 
enlisting in the military, or securing employment. We gave out more than $25,000 
in scholarships and helped over 500 students fill out FAFSA forms and prepare for 
the SAT and ACT.

We helped more than 238 families stay in their homes, 152 received emergency 
food & shelter, and more than 1,221 (221direct services; 1,000 at Career Fair) 
people received employment services. Our new vision is a thriving community 
where everyone has the opportunity to live, learn, and work. This past year we 
worked hard to accomplish this vision and I know the information in this report 
will give you a glimpse of this work. Your support of the Urban League makes this 
happen and we could not do it without each of you!
 
Yours in the Movement,

Jil Littlejohn
President & CEO

John F. Slipke
Board Chair
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Housing
Our Housing and Supportive Services Department prepares 
individuals and families to achieve economic independence 
through housing, financial literacy, and professional development. 

Our housing and supportive service programs include:
• Housing Counseling
• Foreclosure Prevention
• Home Ownership
• Emergency Food & Shelter (EFSP)
• Senior Supportive Services
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Everyone has t he opportunity t o Live
Ms. Sabrina Sitton, a married mother of two daughters 
enrolled in our comprehensive housing counseling 
program during FY 2012-2013 for assistance in avoiding 
the foreclosure of her home.  She heard about the Urban 
League’s housing counseling program from family and 
friends and decided to seek our assistance.  

During the initial assessment, it was discovered these 
first-time homeowners were seriously delinquent on their 
mortgage and in jeopardy of losing their most important 
asset, their home, due to her husband’s loss of employment. 
Our housing counselor gathered information regarding the 
family’s hardship and the structure of their mortgage loan.  
The counselor completed a financial analysis and along 
with the customer developed an Action Plan that would 
identify the steps to a successful resolution.  

Our experienced counselor and determined customer 
worked for several months and submitted a proposal to the 
lender.  At intake, the mortgage loan was an adjustable 
rate mortgage (9.4%) with an unpaid principal balance of 
$78k.  Through our efforts, her loan was modified to a fixed 
rate of 2.0035% and a principal reduction of approximately 
$19,500. 

Today, Ms. Sitton and her family still reside in their home.
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Education & Y outh Services
Our Youth Services Department works with children and youth ages 5 to 18 
to help give them the tools to succeed in their academic career. We also 
work with youth and young adults to help ready them for successful careers.
 
Our education programs include:
• Project Ready Mentoring
• Project Ready Pre-College Enrollment
   o Senior Signing Day
   o Scholarships
   o SAT/ACT Preparation
   o FAFSA Assistance
• Urban Achievers After School Program
• Right Step Juvenile Diversion Program
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Everyone has t he opportunity t o Learn
Kendreana Drummond 
entered the Right Step program 
on November 12, 2013. She was 
recommended to the program 
because of a shoplifting charge.  
She admitted that it was a wrong 
decision. She stated that she 
wanted to attend college to 
become a nurse. Kendreana 
completed all of her community 
service and attended all of the 
mandated classes affiliated 
with the Right Step Program.  
Kendreana completed the 
program on April 1, 2014, and we 
are proud to say that Kendreana 
graduated from Greenville 
High School in June. She is 
now enrolled at the College of 
Charleston where she is pursuing 
her nursing degree! 
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Workforce & Employment Services
Our Workforce Development Department offers 
comprehensive programs that give adults of all 
backgrounds a competitive advantage in today’s 
market.  The League’s programs are designed 
to put people to work, with supportive service to 
ensure their success. 

Our workforce development programs include:
• Career Link
• SC Advanced Manufacturing
• Career Bootcamp
• Job Readiness Courses
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Everyone has t he opportunity t o Wor k
I came to the Urban League as a last 
chance. It seemed no matter where 
I turned the doors were being shut. 
My driving force was to be a good role 
model for my son, so I was determined 
not to turn back to bad habits. 

When I met with my Urban League 
counselor, she made sure I stayed 
on the right track. I first completed 
my GED and then enrolled into job 
training classes. I created a resume, 
learned interviewing skills, and how to 
properly dress. The first few interviews 
were unsuccessful but my counselor 
reminded me that giving up was not 
an option. My son was watching me. 

After a few months, I landed a job at 
the Spartanburg Marriott. After only 
a little less than a year, I received an 
employee excellence award. I know
I would not be where I am today if it 
weren’t for the Urban League!

Mr. Durrell Floyd
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Events
Our annual signature events provide an excellent 
opportunity for businesses to not only enhance their 
corporate image through event-related marketing, 
promotions, and networking opportunities but to also 
support our programs that make a significant impact 
in someone’s life.

• Annual Business Meeting
• Equal Opportunity Day Dinner
• Whitney M. Young, Jr. Humanitarian Gala
• Career & Networking Fair
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2013-2014 Financials
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STAFF MEMBERS
2014

PARTNER AGENCIES
2014

BOARD MEMBERS
2014

Jil Littlejohn
Diane McNeil
Kim Arnold
Jeanne Vernon
Gary Hewitt
Janet Wolf
Shirley McDonald
Jackie Webb
Diedra McEntyre
Bernarie Gaddy

Shawn Coleman
Ruby Dawkins
Travis Reeder
Saville Williams
Steven Mims
Brian Thacker
Sherlonda Copeland
Misty Wright
James Clark
Dorthy Lamkin

Aflac, Bi-Lo, BMW, Bon Secours St. Francis Health System, 
Catholic Charities, Clemson University, College of Charleston, 
Community Works Carolina, DEW, DJJ, Erskine College, 
Furman University, Goodwill Industries, Greenville County Magistrate Office, 
Greenville County Recreation, Greenville County PTI, 
Greenville Legal Services, Greenville Technical College, 
Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, HUD, Life Long Learning, 
Mt. Emmanuel Baptist Church, National Urban League, 
New Mind Health & Care, One Stop, Phoenix Center, Presbyterian College,
Probation and Parole Greenville County, Reflight, Save our Sons,
SC Department of Corrections, SC Works, Shady Oak Baptist Church, 
SHARE, Solicitor’s Office, Spartanburg County and Economic Development,
Spartanburg Technical College , Springfield Baptist Church,
Stepping Forward, United Ministries, United Way of Greenville, 
Upstate Network Young Professionals, USC Upstate, Wells Fargo

J. Ben Alexander (General Counsel)
    Attorney, Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, PA
Ronald Barton
    Retired / Minister
Karen Burgess
    President, Brown Mackie College - Greenville
Kinneil Coltman
    Director of Diversity & Language Services
    Greenville Hospital System
Delcia Corbitt
    Manager of Treasury Operations, 
    Michelin North America
Marion Crawford
    Principal, Crawford Strategy
Karen F. Dudley-Culbreath
    Market Human Resources Manager, Walmart
Daniel Duggan
    Executive Vice President / COO, Bon Secours
     St. Fancis Health System
James (Jim) Evers
    Regional Director, AT&T
Henry Giles
    President,  Spartanburg Community College
Eric Graben
    Attorney, Wyche, Burgess, Freeman & Parham, PA
Randy Harrison
    Presdient, American Security
Rosalynn Hester (Vice-Chair)
    Marketing Service Representative, Blue Cross Blue Shield
Roshella James Smalls
    Senior Counsel, Fluor Corporation
Jennifer Johnsen
    Attorney, Gallivan, White & Boyd

Mitch Kennedy
    City of Spartanburg
Claude Lilly
    President, Presbyterian College
Max Metcalf
    Assistant Manager, Community Relations
    BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC
Keith Miller
    President, Greenville Technical College
Stacey D. Mills
    USC Upstate
Calvin M. (Skip) Morris
    Executive Director of Corporate Integrity
    Greenville Health System
Marie Murphy
   Director, Manufacturing Training
    Sealed Air Corporation
Ken Peterson
    Vice President HR and Diversity, BI-LO, LLC
Benjamin T. Rook
    President & CEO, Design Strategies
Sue Schneider
    General Manager, Spartanburg Water
John F. Slipke (Retired Executive)
Christopher A. Smith
    Human Resources Manager, The Kroger Co.
    Anderson Bakery
K. Angela Webb
    Senior Executive Vice President & Chief
    Administrative Officer, Certus Bank
Mark Westmoreland
    Senior VP & Business Banking Manager
    Wells Fargo
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C orporate Sponsors $25,001 - $250,000
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C orporate Sponsors $10,001 - $25,000
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2013-2014 Sponsors

Thank you to our young professionals
and al l you do for our community!

CORPORATE SPONSORS
{$5,001 - $10,000}
Advance America
Brown Mackie College 
Caterpillar Foundation
City of Spartanburg
Denny’s
First Citizens Foundation
Gannett Foundation
Graham Foundation
Greenville Technical College
Michelin

CORPORATE SPONSORS
{$1,501 - $5,000}
AT & T
Clemson University
Design Strategies
Duke Energy
Gandy Allmon Manor I
Gandy Allmon Manor II
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.
IG Custom Printing
JHM Hotel
JCC General Contractors
Kroger Anderson Bakery
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
Perrigo Company
Piedmont Natural Gas
ReGenesis Health Care
Sealed Air Corporation
Spartanburg Community College
Spartanburg County Foundation
Spartanburg Herald Journal
Spartanburg Regional Health System
TD Bank
The Rotary Club of Spartanburg
The Spinx Company, Inc.
USC Upstate Foundation
William Barnett and Son, LLC
World Acceptance Corporation
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2013-2014 Sponsors

CORPORATE SPONSORS
{$501 - $1,500}

CORPORATE SPONSORS
{$1 - $500}

3-M
Absolute Total Care
Aflac
American Security Services
Bunty LLC
Career Skills Now
Century BMW & Mini
CertusBank
Charter Communications
Chartwells School Dining Services
City of Greenville
Confluence Watersports
Contec
County of Greenville
DeWhit, Inc.
Elite Financial Services, Inc.
Enterprise Holdings
First Citizens
Fluor Corporation
Frito Lay
Furman University
GE Power Systems
Gordon Food Services
Grainger
Greenville County Disabilities Special Needs Board

4 You, Inc.
Arkwright Foundation
Bank of America
BB&T
Butterfly Foundation
Carolina Alliance Bank
Gallivan, White & Boyd
Greenville Water
Inman-Riverdale
JMV Management Services, LLC
Long Branch Baptist Church
Miracle Hill Ministries, Inc.
Mt. Emmanuel Baptist Church
New Morning Foundation
Nicholtown Baptist Church
Palmetto Bank
PI Zeta Omega Chapter AKA Sorority
Reedy River Missionary Baptist Church
SCBT
Spartanburg Chamber of Commerce
The Equipping Center
United Way of the Central Carolinas
UpstateWorkforce Investment Board
Watkins, Garrett & Woods

Greenville News
Hayne Hipp Foundation
HTI Employment Solutions
Lyles, Darryl, Clark
McAbee Schwartz Haliday & Co.
McMillan Pazdan Smith, LLC
MICCO LLC
Milliken
Mitsubishi Polyester Film, Inc.
Mountainview Baptist Church
Pepsi-Cola of Greenville, SC
Phiefer/Johnson Foundation
Presbyterian College
Publix
Reedy Fork Baptist Church
RR Donnelley
SHARE
Southern First Bank
Spartanburg County School District No. 3
Spartanburg Housing Authority
Spartanburg Sanitary Sewer District

Every effort has been made to ensure that the data is accurate.  All names 
were correct at the time of printing but are subject to change without notice.
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INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
{$2,000 - $5,000}

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
{$500 - $999}

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
{$100 - $249}

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
{$250 - $499}

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
{$1,000 - $1,999}

Eric Graben
Hayne Hipp
Erwin Maddrey
John F. Slipke

Ben Alexander
Harrison Anderson
Merl Code
Jennifer Johnsen
Willie L. Johnson
John McBride, Jr.
Diane McNeil
Skip Morris
Karolyn Mulvaney
Dale Sanders
Minor Shaw
Mark Westmoreland
Antwoin Yowe

Kimberly Arnold
Judith Bainbridge
Peggy Baxter
Hope Blackley
Marjorie Boafo-appiah
Karen Burgess
Tonya Burgess
Harry Chapman, Jr.
Mike Coggins
Delcia Corbitt
Marion Crawford
Diondra Creswell
Isaac Dickson
Amy Doyle
Daniel Duggan
Calder Ehrmann
William Evans
Jim Evers
Henry Giles
Doris Grady
Ted Hendry
Rosalynn Hester
Wayne & Valerie Hollinger
Nanette Holloway
Robert Howard
Doug Jones
Kathy Jones
Mitch Kennedy
Hurdle Lea

Cassandra Lindsey-Williams
Al Masters
Diedra McEntyre
Tammy Moore
Marie Murphy
Martha Pruitt
Johnny Reeder
Craig Robinson
Linda Russell
Richard Sadler
Sue Schneider
James Scott
Vincent Sheheen
Susan Thomson Shi
Gaye Sprague
Jean Stevens
Brenda Theis
Jeanne Vernon
Theo & Karla Welfare
Nika White
Varvesshia Williams
Cynthia Wilson

Ethan Burroughs
Robert Dreyfus
Lillian Flemming
Lottie Gibson
Marianna Habisreutinger
Horace and Ruth Littlejohn
Don Martin
Xanthene Norris
Richard Rhodes
Richard Riley
Charles Singley
Ruud Veltman
Michael Williams
Misty Wright

Kinneil Coltman
Jil Littlejohn
H.  Eddie McAbee
William McGee
Amy Robichaud
Thomas E. Simmons
Angela Webb
William Webster
William Whitney
Marshall Winn

2013-2014 Sponsors
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INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
{$1 - $99}
Victoria Abercrombie
Kenneth Aguwa
Wesley Alexander
Thaddeus Allen
Anthony Allmond
Linda Anderson
Sharion Anthony
Brad Armbruster
Sallie Austin
Ronald Barton
Willie Benjamin
Cheryl Berry
Jeanette Berry
Sonia Berry
René Blanton
Brent Bonnell
Malinda Booker
Natosha Boyd
Brenda Boyd
Reno Boyd
Fran Brackett
Lateia Brown
Jasmine Buckmire
Ernest Burgess Sr.
Shearl Buvie
Tracey Byrd
Sonya Caldwell
Calvin Calhoun
Kwadjo Campbell
William Carpenter
Sara Carter
Desmond Cato
Jeremy Chapman

Cathy Chappelle
Dawn Cheatham
Melissa China-Byrd
Kaye Christopher
James Clayton
Diane Clement
Mary Cleveland
Okemia  Clowney
Shelby Coates
Martha Lucia Cohen
Ruby Coleman
Verhonda Crawford
Harmeter Crockett
John Crockett
David Crosby
Reed Cunningham
Angie Darrah
Deonna Davis
Julia s. Dehart
Mary Deku
Pastor Sean Dogan
Krystal Donald
Lakia Downs
Mary Duckett
Travis Durham
Charles Edward
Priscilla Eichelberger
Kerry Fair
Valerie Fenlayson
Cedric & Brandy Fisher
Brandy Fisher
Cedric Fisher
Kathleen Fitzsimmons

Michael Forsyth
Tavia Gaddy
Angela Garrett
Morris Garrett
Diane Geer
Gaybriel Gibson
Christian Gibson
Ella Gilbert
Nikola Grant
Lakeita Greene
Grace Greene
Raymond Griffin
Lillie M.Hall
Willie Mae Hamilton
Jo Ann Harris
John Haymond
Gerald Haynes
Lartrice Henderson
Rosalyn Henderson
Donald Henderson
Randy & Viggie Hill
Wonda Hillard
Jaris Hogan
Kahreem Hogan
Jan Howard
Adriana Howard
Hasker Hudgens
Barbara Hulser
Barbara Hulsizer
Christie Hunsinger
Kimberly Hunt
Betty Hunt
Matthew Irby, Jr.

Rashida Jeffers
Laketa Jeter
Herb & Cheryl Johnson
Nivia Johnson
Eunice Johnson
Tracy Johnson
Mamie Johnson
Lauren Johnson-Cummings
Rayshun Jones
Doris Jones
Shonda Jones
Vennie Jones
Doris Jones
Raymond Keese
Jada Kidd
Charity Kilgore
Alex Kinlaw, Jr.
Josh Knuckles
Brenda Lake
Erin Lapeyrolerie
Jackie Ledford
J. Lisa Maronie
Al F. Masters, III
Anita Maxwell
Roger Mayes
Hank McCullough
John McCullough
Courtnie McKinney
Marsha McKinney-Campbell
Clementeen McKoy
Hazel McKoy
Allison Merritt-Brockman
Anitra Mims

Y. Scheree Monroe
Heidi Morman
Brianah Morse
Michael Mulvaney
Rushawnda Olden
Marian Pearson
Shawnee Peeples
Mercades Pepper
Laura Picott
Tiffany Pizarro
Anita Poole
Henri Mae Pruitt
Derrick Quarels
Kira Reaves
Yvonne Reeder
Dr. Jayne Reuben
Thelmus Rhodes
Terese Richard
Patrice Richardson
Minnie Robinson
Tiesha Robinson
Andrew Robinson
Leola Robinson
Wendi Rodgers
Charles Rogers
Gregory Rogers
Laurie Rovin
Tiffany Santagati
Ethelind Scott
Lawaynia Short
Zarah Sickler
Eric Simmons
Ava Smith

Chris Smith
Marilyn Smith
Varleria Smith-Byrd
Jennifer Spears
Josh Stalnaker
Reggie Stephens
Kei Kei Stokes
Nadine Sullivan
Nekita Sullivan
Tica Sullivan
Calotta Sullivan
Sonya Sullivan
Jamiyah Sullivan
Michanna Talley
Connie Terrell
Desmond Thomas
Nathan Thomas
Sunnie Thomason
Dr. Paul Thompson
Rickey Turner
Jamario Twitty
Jasmine Twitty
Jil & Lou Vales
Larry Vance
Stephanie Wade
Marilyn E. Walker
Ruth Ware-Golden
Wilton Wells Jr.
Sonika Williams
Parry Williams
Kevala Winston
Kimberly Witherspoon
Lillie M. Workman
Chris Young
Charles Young II

2013-2014 Sponsors

Every effort has been made to ensure that the data is accurate.  All names 
were correct at the time of printing but are subject to change without notice.
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430 East Main Street, Ste 102
Spartanburg, SC 29302

urbanleagueinfo@ulus1.org
Phone: 864-562-4400

15 Regency Hill Dr
Greenville, SC 29607

urbanleagueinfo@ulus1.org
Phone: 864-244-3862 www.urbanleagueupstate.org
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